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LONE STAR

The Lone Star Social Index draws from
proprietary live feeds of more than 13,000
X (formerly Twitter) accounts of 496 Texas
legislators and staff, 2,500 business leaders,
and over 10,000 influencers and engaged
community voices to track and analyze the
conversations shaping business, policy, and
culture in Texas and beyond. We use advanced
listening tools and expert analysis to reveal
the people, trends, and themes driving
influence across the state. In addition, we track
news media coverage across Texas outlets
and relevant issues on Beltway Social for a
complete picture of the conversations.
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When Texas Talks,
the NWorld Tunes In

That's why we're introducing Lone Star

Social — your source for timely insights

on Texas conversations shaping policies
that impact the business world.

For our inaugural edition, see how Texas is
positioning its state stock exchange to compete
globally, what the state's redistricting means for
the rest of the nation, and how Southern staples

are fueling cultural trends. Texas's influence as an
economic, political, and cultural leader continues
to grow, Lone Star Social provides the intel you
need to stay ahead of the curve.

IN THIS ISSUE:
BUSINESS CULTURE POLITICS & POLICY
Texas Stock Cowboy Congressional
Exchange Culture Redistricting
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Wall Street
With a Texas Drawl

The TXSE Could Tilt the Balance of U.S. Financial
Power Away From New York

The upcoming 2026 launch of the Texas Stock Exchange (TXSE) is generating buzz as a
business-friendly alternative to Wall Street. Texans and national news see it as a sign of
the state's rise as a financial powerhouse, bringing more jobs and investment to Dallas.
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As the TXSE’s launch approaches and its ad
campaign gains traction, conversation and
excitement keep building across platforms.
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There was a large spike in engagement in August when the TXSE launched their first ad
campaign, creating chatter and excitement. Over the 2025 calendar year so far, it marks
by far the largest spike in engagement on posts and articles about the launch.
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Commentators seek to separate TXSE from
NYSE in public perception.

The digital discourse shows officials

Wﬁy lf Mﬂf fﬂf S and others making a concerted effort
to differentiate the Texas business
environment from New York in both
partisan and practical terms. As TXSE
builds its own identity through its ad
campaign and launch strategy, we're
likely to see more stakeholders making
the case for TX over NY.
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Cowboy Culture
Sweeps the Country

Texas Isn't Just Driving Business & Political Headlines,
It's Shaping American Culture

Whether it's national buzz around TV hits like “King of the Hill” and
“The Hunting Wives,” the draw of music festivals like Austin City Limits,
new franchises of beloved chains like Whataburger and White Castle, or the
ever-popular barbeque scene, Texas has the nation's attention.
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Non-traditional news sources continue to
draw in political audiences.

Politicians’ Podcast
by Estimated Monthly Downloads

The Verdict | Sen. Ted Cruz

This is Gavin Newsom | Gov. Gavin Newsom

Hold These Truths | Rep. Dan Crenshaw

Andy Beshear Podcast | Gov. Andy Beshear
Tennessee Talks | Tim Burchett

Clyburn Chronicles

The Fly In | Rep. Greg Landsman & Rep. Marc Veasey
Making the Case | Sen. Sheldon Whitehouse

With Liberty and Justice for Some | Rep. Marc Pocan
Unmuted | Sen. Marsha Blackburn

What Makes America Tick | Rep. Troy Carter
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Data: Podscribe. Estimates Monthly Podcast Downloads July 2025. Chart: Kyle Tharp | Chaotic Era Newsletter

Popular Texas-based podcasts such as The Joe Rogan Experience have set
an example for politician podcasters by demonstrating how direct, unfiltered
conversations can expand politicians’ influence beyond state lines and inspire
congressional leaders to adopt similar audience engagement strategies.
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As Texas culture takes center stage, the
nation is looking to the Lone Star state for its
next big flavor, sound, or storyline.

In media, sports, and food, Texas
Wﬁy / f Mﬂf fEf S culture is reaching every corner of
the nation. These trends can indicate
what's resonating with Americans as
brands and businesses vie to be a

part of cultural conversations.
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Texas Rewrites the
Congressional Playbook

The Rest of America Follows

Redistricting has dominated political discourse inside and outside of Texas,
sparking heated debate and drawing national attention. Beyond state borders,
the fight was seen as a preview and testing ground for potential strategies
nationwide. Other states like California, Indiana, Missouri, and Florida are
looking to follow in Texas's footsteps.

X Mentions

mmmm Texas mmmm National

News Mentions

The Texas Trends Moving Markets & Policy 10



FORBES | TATE
@) rorees T s

Texas is acting as a first mover in shaping the
political playbook, a role normally held by coastal
states like California and New York.

Redistricting Mentions on X
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As the summer redistricting battle
Wﬁy / f Mﬂf fﬂf S sparked a partisan flashpoint, social
media insights show national and
state-level conversations keeping
pace, indicating Texas's growing
leadership on political priorities.
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